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Weekly One Liners 29th June to 5th July, 2026 
 

Government Notifies EPF Scheme 2026 with Revised Partial 

Withdrawal Rules and New Member Services 
 

The Central Government has notified the Employees Provident 

Fund (EPF) Scheme, 2026, it introduced the important changes 

to the partial withdrawal rules for the Employees Provident Fund 

Organisation (EPFO) members. The new scheme will be effective 

from 29th June, 2026. The revised scheme requires subscribers 

to maintain a minimum balance in their respective EPF accounts 

before making any partial withdrawals and it also expands the 

list of eligible purposes for accessing provident fund savings. 

Alongside with these reforms, EPFO is also preparing to launch 

UPI-based withdrawals and WhatsApp-enabled member services 

to improve convenience for the members. 
 

What is the EPF Scheme 2026? 

The EPF Scheme 2026 is the latest framework which governs 

provident fund contributions and withdrawals for members of 

the Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). 

The new revised scheme introduces new safeguards to preserve 

retirement savings, providing greater flexibility for members 

who are facing genuine financial needs. 

It also supports the government's broader digital transformation 

agenda by integrating the faster and more accessible member 

services. 
 

About New 25% Minimum Balance Rule 

One of the major changes is the introduction of a mandatory 

minimum balance requirement. 

Under the new rules, EPFO members must retain at least 25% of 

their balance in their EPF account before making any partial 

withdrawal. 

This minimum balance criterion applies to both, 

• Employee contributions 

• Employer contributions 

For example, if an EPF account has an eligible balance of around 

₹1 lakh, then member must retain ₹25,000 in the account and it 

making up to ₹75,000 available for withdrawal and it is also 

subject to the applicable conditions. 

The scheme defines the eligible member balance as the amount 

available after already setting aside the mandatory 25% balance. 
 

Expanded Reasons for Partial Withdrawals 

The new revised EPF Scheme 2026 broadens the list of situations 

in which members can withdraw their savings. 

1. Housing Related Purposes. 

Eligible members can now withdraw funds for, 

Purchasing a house or flat, buying land for house construction, 

constructing a residential property, repaying the loan amount of 

house and home repairs and family needs. 

2. Personal and Family Needs 

In this circumstances, members may withdraw up to 100% of the 

eligible balance for, 

Medical treatment, higher education and marriage related 
expenses. These provisions provides greater financial flexibility 
during the major tough life events. 
 

Easier Eligibility for Withdrawals 
The new revised scheme has also simplified the withdrawal 
conditions. 
Key changes includes the, 

• Partial withdrawals are allowed after 12 months of service. 

• Withdrawals under the specified special circumstances are 
no longer require additional explanations. 

• Also the streamlined procedures are aimed at for faster 
claim processing. 

These measures are also expected to improve access to 
provident fund savings along with maintaining adequate 
retirement security. 
 

EPFO to Introduce UPI-Based PF Withdrawals 
As part of the digital modernisation in the organisation, EPFO has 
also completed testing for a facility which will allow members to 
transfer provident fund money directly to their bank accounts by 
using the Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 
Once it gets launched, subscribers will benefit from, 

• Faster claim settlements 

• Instant fund transfers 

• Simplified withdrawal process 

• Improved digital access 
The initiative is expected to significantly reduce the processing 
time for eligible claims. 
 

WhatsApp Services for EPFO Members 
EPFO is also preparing to launch member services through 
WhatsApp. 
Subscribers will be able to start using the service by sending a 
simple "Hello" message to the EPFO's verified WhatsApp 
number. 
This platform will enable members to, 

• Check PF balance 

• View the last five account transactions 

• Track claim status 

• Access services in the regional languages 
The move also aims to improve the accessibility, grievance 
redressal and customer experience. 
 
VB-G RAM G Act 2026 Explained: State-Wise Wage Rates, 125 

Days Employment, Key Changes & Benefits 
 

On 1st of July, 2026 nationwide rollout of new Viksit Bharat – 
Guarantee for Rozgar and Aajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G 
RAM G), and the new legislation has replaced Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), it aims 
to strengthen the rural livelihood security and aligning wuth the 
rural development with the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047. 
Here is everything to know about the new Act, state wise wages, 
employment guarantee and major changes. 
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What Is the VB-G RAM G Act? 

The Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar and Aajeevika Mission 

(Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025 is the Government of India's 

new rural employment law which is designed to provide 

guaranteed wage employment to the rural households. 

This Act ensures that every eligible rural household whose adult 

members volunteer to perform the unskilled manual work and 

receives 125 days of guaranteed wage employment in a financial 

year. 

Apart from creating employment opportunities, this scheme 

focuses on building durable rural assets and strengthen the 

climate-resilient infrastructure. 
 

How Many Workdays Are Guaranteed Under the VB-G RAM G 

Act? 

One of the major changes introduced under the new law is the 

increase in guaranteed employment. 

Under the VB-G RAM G Act, every eligible rural households are 

set to receieve125 days of wage employment annually, and it is 

compared to 100 days under the previous MGNREGA framework. 

The additional 25 days of guaranteed work are also expected to 

provide greater income security for rural families and create 

more employment opportunities across villages. 
 

Key Objectives of the VB-G RAM G Act 

This Act seeks to improve rural livelihoods and supporting 

sustainable development via productive public works. 

Its primary objectives includes the, 

• Providing guaranteed wage employment to the rural 

households. 

• Strengthening livelihood security. 

• Developing the climate-resilient rural infrastructure. 

• Improving water conservation and water security. 

• Promoting infrastructure related to agriculture and rural 

livelihoods. 

• Supporting works that help mitigate the impact of extreme 

weather events and climate change. 

• Aligning with the rural development with the vision of Viksit 

Bharat @2047. 
 

Major Changes Introduced Under the New Act 

The VB-G RAM G Act introduces the several structural reforms as 

compared to MGNREGA. 
 

1. Employment Increased to 125 Days 

The guaranteed employment period has been increased from 

100 days to 125 days per financial year. 
 

2. Higher Wage Rates 

The government has revised the wage rates across all states and 

Union Territories. 

The main feature of this new wage structure is that no worker 

will receive less than ₹300 per day anywhere in the country. 

The national average daily wage has been also increased from 

approximately ₹298.80 under the previous system to around 

₹327.40 currently. 
 

3. Weekly Wage Payments 

Unlike the earlier payment cycles, wages under the new Act are 

also scheduled to be released every week and it enables quicker 

financial support for workers. 
 

4. Focus on Climate-Resilient Development 

The Act gives priority to projects involving the, 

• Water conservation 

• Rural infrastructure 

• Livelihood-related assets 

• Climate adaptation 

• Extreme weather mitigation 
 

5. Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans 

Every Gram Panchayat will prepare the development plans under 

the new framework to ensure that smooth employment projects 

address local development priorities. 
 

6. National Rural Infrastructure Stack 

This Act establishes a unified planning mechanism called the 

Viksit Bharat National Rural Infrastructure Stack, which 

integrates with the rural projects with the PM Gati Shakti 

initiative for the better coordination among government 

departments. 
 

7. Provision to Pause Work During Peak Agricultural Seasons 

To avoid the labour shortages during farming activities, state 

governments can temporarily suspend employment works 

during sowing and harvesting seasons. 

States must have to notify these periods approximately 60 days 

in advance, based on local cropping patterns and agro-climatic 

conditions. 
 

State-Wise Daily Wage Rates Under New VB-G RAM G Act 

The revised minimum daily wage rates notified under the Act are, 
 

State/UT  Daily Wage 

Andhra Pradesh ₹307 

Arunachal Pradesh ₹300 

Assam ₹300 

Bihar ₹300 

Goa ₹406 

Gujarat ₹316 

Himachal Pradesh ₹328 

Haryana ₹409 

Chhattisgarh ₹300 

Jharkhand ₹300 

Karnataka ₹349 

Kerala ₹401 

Ladakh ₹300 

Maharashtra ₹312 

Madhya Pradesh  ₹300 

Manipur ₹300 

Meghalaya ₹300 
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State/UT  Daily Wage 

Nagaland ₹300 

Mizoram ₹300 

Odisha ₹300 

Punjab ₹336 

Rajasthan ₹308 

Sikkim ₹450 

Tamil Nadu ₹336 

Telangana ₹307 

Tripura ₹300 

Uttar Pradesh ₹300 

Uttarakhand ₹300 

West Bengal ₹300 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands ₹300 

Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu ₹300 

Puducherry ₹300 

Lakshadweep ₹300 

Jammu & Kashmir ₹300 

Among all of the states and Union Territories, Sikkim has the 

highest notified daily wage at around ₹450, followed by Haryana 

(₹409), Goa (₹406), and Kerala (₹401). 
 

New Centre-State Funding Pattern 

The Act also introduces a revised financial sharing mechanism 

between the Centre and the States. 

The funding pattern is as follows the, 

• 90:10 (Centre : State) for North-Eastern States, Himalayan 

States, and eligible Union Territories. 

• 60:40 (Centre : State) for all other States and Union 

Territories with a legislature. 

• 100% Central funding for Union Territories without a 

legislature. 

State governments are also required to prepare the 

implementation schemes within six months after the Act coming 

into force. 

 

India and Seychelles Unveil 19 Major Initiatives to Strengthen 

Maritime Security, Defence and Strategic Partnership 
 

India and Seychelles have strengthened the bilateral partnership 

as total 19 initiatives signed during the Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi's three day visit to the country. The areas of cooperation's 

are the maritime security, defense, digital payments, healthcare, 

space cooperation, education and infrastructure development. 

The bilateral talks between the both nations were held with 

President Patrick Herminie in Victoria. 
 

Outcomes of PM Modi's Seychelles Visit 

On 28th June 2026, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

Seychelles President Patrick Herminie jointly unveiled total 19 

outcomes which are aimed at deepening bilateral relations 

across the multiple strategic sectors. 

The initiatives focus on to strengthening the defense 

cooperation, enhancing maritime security, promoting digital 

connectivity, expanding healthcare infrastructure, supporting 

education and also increasing cooperation in outer space and 

climate resilience. 

The visit also highlighted the India's vision of as a "Net Security 

Provider" in the Indian Ocean while strengthening the 

partnerships with island nations under the country's 

MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and 

Growth Across Regions) initiative. 
 

Key Highlights of the 19 Outcomes 

The agreements spans across the wide range of sectors, including 

the, 

• Maritime security cooperation 

• Defence collaboration 

• Extradition Treaty 

• Peaceful use of outer space 

• UPI-based digital payments 

• Healthcare infrastructure 

• Education and skill development 

• Agriculture and food security 

• Infrastructure assistance 

• Financial cooperation through a Line of Credit 
 

India Strengthens Maritime and Defence Cooperation 

Maritime security remains as the cornerstone of the India-

Seychelles relations. 

As part of this visit, India has announced the several defence 

assistance measures such as, 

• Gift of an indigenously built Fast Patrol Vessel 

• Donation of 10 utility vehicles 

• Supply of around five Laser Radial class sailing boats 

• Completion of the refit of PS Zoroaster for the Seychelles 

Coast Guard 

• Upgrade of the Dornier maritime surveillance aircraft with a 

modern glass cockpit 
 

Strengthening the MAHASAGAR Vision 

During the joint press statement, Prime Minister Modi has 

reiterated the India's MAHASAGAR vision which is the Mutual 

and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across 

Regions. 

The initiative seeks to promote the, 

• Safe and secure sea lanes 

• Maritime cooperation 

• Sustainable economic development 

• Disaster preparedness 

• Blue economy partnerships 

• Regional peace and stability 

He also described the Indian Ocean as the "Ocean of 

Opportunity", reflecting India's long-term regional strategy. 
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Digital, Space and Technology Cooperation 

The two countries has also agreed to deepen their cooperation 

in emerging technologies. 

Major announcements includes the, 

UPI-Based Digital Payments 

Peaceful Use of Outer Space 

Healthcare, Education and Infrastructure Support 

These include, 

• Agreement for the preliminary preparations of a new 

Seychelles National Hospital 

• Virtual groundbreaking ceremony for a Professional and 

Technical Education Centre 

• Umbrella Line of Credit agreement via the Export-Import 

Bank of India 

India also extended humanitarian assistance by handing over 

the, 

• 500 metric tonnes of rice 

• 8,500 metric tonnes of cement 
 

Special Economic Package and Food Security 

President Patrick Herminie has also confirmed that both 

countries will continue discussions on the previously announced 

US$175 million Special Economic Package. 

The package was first announced during his visit to the India in 

February 2026 and also included the, 

• 1,000 metric tonnes of grains and lentils 

• Support for the Seychelles food security initiatives 

The continued engagement reflects India's commitment to 

sustainable development in Small Island Developing States 

(SIDS). 
 

Seychelles and the Colombo Security Conclave 

Seychelles is one of the six members of the Colombo Security 

Conclave (CSC), it is a regional security grouping which 

comprises, 

1. India 

2. Bangladesh 

3. Maldives 

4. Mauritius 

5. Seychelles 

6. Sri Lanka 

India has been actively strengthening the Conclave to improve 

security architecture across the Indian Ocean Region. 
 

'Guardian of the Blue Horizon' Honour 

Respectable President Patrick Herminie has also conferred the 

honorary title "Guardian of the Blue Horizon" on Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi. 

The award recognizes his, 

• Leadership in the environmental conservation 

• Support for the climate action 

• Commitment to Small Island Developing States 

• Promotion of sustainable ocean governance 

This honour also became the PM Modi's 34th international 

award from a foreign country. 
 

PM Narendra Modi Conferred Seychelles' ‘Guardian of the 

Blue Horizon’ Presidential Distinction 
 

Honorable Prime Minister Narendra Modi conferred with the 

'Guardian of the Blue Horizon' Presidential honor. Respectable 

President of Seychelles Dr. Patrick Herminie conferred this award 

on 28th June, 2026 to Indian Prime Minister. This recognition 

highlights the growing role of the PM Modi's in the areas like 

climate action, Blue Economy promotion , environmental 

conservation, and the sustainable development. 
 

About the 'Guardian of the Blue Horizon' Presidential 

Distinction 

The 'Guardian of the Blue Horizon' Presidential Distinction is a 

prestigious civilian honour which is instituted by the Republic of 

Seychelles. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has became the first recipient of 

this award, which recognizes exceptional global leadership in 

the, 

• Climate action 

• Environmental conservation 

• Sustainable management of ocean resources 

• Promotion of the Blue Economy 

• Support for the small Island Developing States (SIDS) 

• Sustainable development initiatives 

The honour reflects the Seychelles appreciation of the 

international leaders who have contributed significantly to 

protecting the marine ecosystems and addressing global 

environmental challenges. 
 

Why Was PM Narendra Modi Honoured? 

According to the Government of Seychelles, the award was 

presented in recognition of the Prime Minister Modi's long-

standing commitment towards environmental sustainability and 

the interests of the developing countries. 

The honour acknowledges his contributions in promoting the, 

• Climate action at the global level 

• Sustainable ocean governance 

• Blue Economy initiatives 

• Green development 

• Environmental conservation 

• International cooperation for the Small Island Developing 

States 

The recognition also showcases the India's expanding role in 

supporting the environmental resilience and sustainable 

development among island nations. 
 

Environmental Initiatives Recognized by Seychelles 

The honour highlights the several major initiatives launched or 

promoted under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. 

• International Solar Alliance (ISA) 

• Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) 

• Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 

• International Big Cat Alliance 
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These initiatives collectively showcases India's strong emphasis 

on balancing economic growth with the environmental 
sustainability. 
 

Strengthening India-Seychelles Relations 
The award comes at that significant moment, as India and 
Seychelles are celebrating the 50 years of diplomatic relations. 
While accepting the honour, Prime Minister Modi dedicated this 
recognition to all nations who are committed to protecting the 

environment and combating climate change. 
He noted that the distinction would further strengthen the 
longstanding friendship between the India and Seychelles while 
reinforcing their cooperation in sustainable development and 
maritime security across the Indian Ocean Region. 
 
RBI's New Integrated Ombudsman Scheme Comes into Effect 

from 1 July: Key Features, Complaint Process and Benefits 
 

From 1st of July, 2026, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
implemented the its revamped Integrated Ombudsman Scheme. 
This scheme introduced to strengthened framework for resolving 
the customer complaints against the financial entities. It 
replacing the 2021 scheme and this new mechanism aims to 
provide a free, faster, transparent grievance redressal system. 
 

What Is the RBI Integrated Ombudsman Scheme? 
The Integrated Ombudsman Scheme is the RBI's unified 
grievance redressal mechanism for the customers of the 
regulated financial institutions. 
This scheme enables the customers to seek resolution of 
complaints related to the in service without approaching 
multiple authorities. 

It follows the "One Nation, One Ombudsman" principle and it 
ensuring that the are processed irrespective of the customer's 
location or the location of the regulated entity. 
This revised framework replaces the Integrated Ombudsman 
Scheme, 2021 while the complaints filed under the earlier 
scheme will continue to be handled as per the previous rules. 
 

Institutions To Be Covered 

The new revamped scheme extends its coverage to the several 
categories of RBI-regulated entities, including the, 

• Scheduled and commercial banks. 

• Eligible Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs). 

• Prepaid Payment Instrument (PPI) issuers. 

• Credit Information Companies (CICs). 
This wider coverage also allows more financial consumers to 
access the single and standardized grievance redressal 

mechanism. 
 

How Does the Complaint Process Work? 
The new framework outlines the clear step-by-step process for 
to lodging complaints. 
 

Step 1: Contact the Regulated Entity 
Customers must have to first submit their complaint to the 
concerned bank, NBFC, PPI issuer, or the credit information 

company. 
 

Step 2: Wait for the Response 
If the entity, 

• Fails to respond within 30 days (or within a longer timeline 
prescribed by the RBI, NPCI, or applicable card network 
rules), or 

• Provides the response that the customer finds 
unsatisfactory, 

then the complaint can be escalated. 
 

Step 3: Approach the RBI Ombudsman 
Customers may file a complaint with the RBI Ombudsman within 
the 90 days from receiving the final response or after the 
response period expires. 
This structured process encourages the regulated entities to 
resolve grievances at the first level while ensuring the 
independent avenue for unresolved cases. 
 

Major Features of the Revamped Scheme 
The revised Integrated Ombudsman Scheme introduces the 
several important improvements such as, 

• One Nation, One Ombudsman framework. 

• Uniform complaint handling across India. 

• Cost-free grievance redressal. 

• Non-adversarial dispute resolution process. 

• Expanded role of the Deputy Ombudsmen in examining 
complaints. 

• Clearly defined maintainability criteria for complaints. 

• Online and simplified complaint filing process. 
The RBI has also released the comprehensive Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) document to help the customers better 
understand the new framework. 
 

Compensation Under the New Framework 
Where the Ombudsman finds the deficiency in the service, it 
may, 

• Directs the regulated entity to take the corrective action. 

• And award compensation for the financial losses. 
The compensation limits are the, 

• Up to ₹30 lakh for the consequential financial losses. 

• Up to ₹3 lakh for loss of time, expenses, harassment, and 
mental anguish. 

 

National Affairs 
 

• The Ministry of Law and Justice launched the Fresh 

Application Module on the Notary Portal to enable eligible 
advocates and legal practitioners to apply online for 
appointment as Notary Public under the Notaries Act, 1952 
and Notaries Rules, 1956. Developed with the National 
Informatics Centre (NIC), the portal provides paperless 
applications, automated scrutiny, real-time tracking, and 
transparent processing, reducing delays and paperwork. 
Applications will be invited based on vacancies and regional 
requirements. The initiative strengthens Digital India by 
improving efficiency, accessibility, transparency, 
accountability, and modernizing legal administration across 
the country. 
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• The National Health Authority (NHA) launched Ayushman 

Sarathi, a WhatsApp-based chatbot to simplify access to 

services under Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY. Beneficiaries can 

verify eligibility, apply for and download Ayushman Cards, 

complete e-KYC, link Aadhaar, locate empanelled hospitals, 

track grievances, and submit feedback through secure API 

integration. The chatbot operates 24×7, reducing 

dependence on physical government offices while ensuring 

faster and transparent service delivery. The initiative 

promotes Digital India, paperless governance, improved 

healthcare accessibility, efficient administration, and citizen-

centric digital healthcare services for millions of 

beneficiaries nationwide. 

• The Government of India launched the Samagra Shishu Bal 

Swasthya Karyakram (SSBSK) to strengthen healthcare for 

children from birth to 36 months by integrating newborn 

and early childhood health services. The programme 

prioritizes low birth weight, malnourished, premature, and 

developmentally vulnerable children through additional 

home visits, early screening, regular monitoring, and timely 

referrals by frontline workers. It also promotes awareness 

about nutrition, breastfeeding, child development, and 

reduced screen exposure. Integration with digital health 

platforms enables continuous monitoring, aiming to 

improve child survival, healthy development, and 

community-based healthcare delivery. 

• The Government of India established the Bureau of Port 

Security (BoPS) under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 

Waterways to strengthen maritime and cyber security. 

Modeled on the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS), 

BoPS will function under the Directorate General of 

Maritime Administration (DGMA) as the apex authority for 

port and ship security. The CISF has been designated as the 

Recognised Security Organisation for security assessments, 

planning, and training. The initiative enhances surveillance, 

intelligence sharing, cyber resilience, regulatory compliance, 

and protection of India’s critical maritime infrastructure. 

• India secured five medals at the Global Skills Challenge 

Australia 2026, winning three gold, one silver, and one 

bronze during the competition held from 23–29 June 2026. 

Nearly 600 participants from 16 countries competed in 

preparation for WorldSkills Shanghai. Indian participants 

excelled in cloud computing, additive manufacturing, 

health and social care, and digital game art. The 

achievement reflects the success of the Skill India Mission, 

showcases India's globally competitive vocational talent, 

encourages youth participation in technical careers, and 

strengthens the country’s reputation in international skill 

development. 

• Bharat Taxi was launched in Gujarat by Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah on 27 June 2026 as a cooperative-based 

ride-hailing platform under the vision of "Sahakar Se 

Samriddhi." Unlike private aggregators, drivers (Sarathis) 

become shareholders, ensuring ownership, higher earnings, 

insurance, loans, welfare, and transparency. The platform 

supports two-wheelers, auto-rickshaws, and taxis. Over 7 

lakh Sarathis and 37 lakh customers are already connected. 

Initially launched in Gujarat, it aims to expand to seven cities 

by July 31 and 500+ cities within two years, with support 

from major cooperative and transport institutions. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi became the first recipient of 

Seychelles' highest civilian honour, the "Guardian of the 

Blue Horizon" Presidential Distinction, conferred by 

President Dr. Patrick Herminie on 28 June 2026. The award 

recognizes leadership in climate action, Blue Economy, 

environmental conservation, ocean governance, and 

support for Small Island Developing States (SIDS). It 

acknowledges India's initiatives including International 

Solar Alliance (ISA), Mission LiFE, Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam, and 

the International Big Cat Alliance. Presented during the 

50th anniversary of India–Seychelles diplomatic ties, it 

further strengthens bilateral cooperation in maritime 

security, sustainability, and regional climate resilience. 

• During his Seychelles visit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

visited the Seychelles National Botanical Gardens, where he 

met Jonathan, the world's oldest living land animal. 

Jonathan, a Seychelles giant tortoise, was born around 1832 

and is recognized by Guinness World Records, with an age 

nearing 194 years. He resides on Saint Helena, a British 

Overseas Territory. Modi also planted a tree, highlighting 

environmental conservation, biodiversity protection, 

climate resilience, Mission LiFE, and Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam. 

The visit symbolized India's commitment to sustainable 

development and global environmental cooperation. 

• Gujarat launched the PM Family Care Tracker (PM-FCT) and 

Health Passport as a pilot project on 28 June 2026 to 

strengthen maternal and child welfare. The digital platform 

tracks beneficiaries from pregnancy to 16–18 years, 

integrating health, education, nutrition, birth and death 

registration, and welfare databases. It generates automatic 

alerts for missed vaccinations and school dropouts, 

enabling timely government intervention. Connected 

departments include Health, Women and Child 

Development, and Education. Supporting Viksit Gujarat 

@2047 and Viksit Bharat @2047, it marks a significant step 

toward integrated digital governance and welfare delivery. 
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• The Union Health Ministry released the revised Anaemia 

Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan Guidelines 2026 on 29 June 2026, 

introducing a 7x7x7 strategy covering seven beneficiary 

groups, seven interventions, and seven institutional 

mechanisms. The programme adopts a life-cycle approach, 

includes low birth weight infants (0–6 months) as a new 

target group, and adds "Eating Right" to encourage iron-rich 

diets. The framework upgrades from T3 (Test, Treat, Talk) to 

T4 (Test, Treat, Talk, Track) and integrates JANANI, RBSK, 

and U-WIN platforms, strengthening anaemia prevention, 

monitoring, maternal health, and child nutrition nationwide. 

• The Union Health Ministry launched e-Sushrut@Clinic, a 

cloud-based Hospital Management Information System 

(HMIS) developed by C-DAC for primary health centres, sub-

centres, and small outpatient clinics. Unveiled by Union 

Health Minister J. P. Nadda on 29 June 2026, it digitizes 

patient registration, billing, MIS reporting, and offers 

speech-to-text documentation with clinical decision 

support. Supported by the National Health Authority (NHA) 

through cloud hosting and SMS services, it integrates with 

the Health Professional Registry (HPR) and Health Facility 

Registry (HFR). Over 800 health facilities have already been 

onboarded. 

• The Ministry of Tourism signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with Google India Pvt. Ltd. in New 

Delhi to enhance the digital visibility of India’s tourism 

destinations. Witnessed by Union Minister Gajendra Singh 

Shekhawat, the agreement leverages Artificial Intelligence 

(AI), digital technologies, and data-driven insights to 

improve discoverability of cultural, historical, spiritual, and 

natural attractions. It supports personalized visitor 

engagement, travel trend analysis, digital marketing, and 

official training. The non-commercial, non-binding MoU 

strengthens the Incredible India campaign while promoting 

Digital India, sustainable tourism, and India’s global tourism 

competitiveness. 

• The Viksit Bharat – Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 

Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025 came into force 

from 1 July 2026, replacing the earlier rural employment 

framework. The Act increases guaranteed employment from 

100 to 125 days per eligible rural household and focuses on 

durable asset creation, water conservation, transparent 

governance, and sustainable development. The Government 

allocated ₹95,692.31 crore for nationwide implementation. 

It also promotes Self-Help Group (SHG) participation, 

women’s empowerment, technology-driven execution, and 

improved rural infrastructure. Existing beneficiaries 

continue receiving benefits without disruption during the 

transition. 

• The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) granted 

in-principle approval to restart the tiger reintroduction 

programme in Odisha’s Satkosia Tiger Reserve after the 

unsuccessful 2018 translocation attempt. A 2024 

assessment confirmed the absence of resident tigers and 

recommended habitat improvement before reintroduction. 

Spread across 1,136 sq km, including a 523 sq km core area, 

the reserve offers suitable tiger habitat. Recommended 

measures include village relocation, prey base 

enhancement, anti-poaching initiatives, staff training, and 

conflict mitigation. The project aims to restore ecological 

balance, biodiversity, and a sustainable tiger population. 

• The White-rumped Vulture (Gyps bengalensis) remains 

Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List following drastic 

population declines caused mainly by diclofenac, other 

harmful NSAIDs, contaminated carcasses, electrocution, 

habitat loss, and urbanization. As vital scavengers, vultures 

prevent disease spread by removing animal carcasses. India 

is expanding captive breeding programmes, planning the 

release of over 700 vultures, while banning harmful 

veterinary drugs like ketoprofen and nimesulide. 

Conservation efforts in Nepal and Cambodia, along with GPS 

tracking and satellite monitoring, support long-term species 

recovery. 

• The Government of India launched the FCRA 2.0 Portal and 

e-Overseas Citizen of India (e-OCI) Card on 30 June 2026 to 

strengthen digital governance. Introduced by Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah, the FCRA 2.0 Portal enables online 

registration, renewal, compliance monitoring, Aadhaar 

authentication, e-signatures, OCR verification, and 

integration with PAN, NGO Darpan, and UDIN. The e-OCI 

Card digitizes Overseas Citizen of India services through 

online updates and digital records while retaining the 

validity of existing OCI cards, improving transparency, 

efficiency, and citizen-centric governance. 

• Under NEP 2020, India is transforming education through 

the Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) and the Automated 

Permanent Academic Account Registry (APAAR). Managed 

by the University Grants Commission (UGC), ABC enables 

students to store, transfer, accumulate, and redeem 

academic credits across institutions. APAAR, a 12-digit 

lifelong student ID, integrates school and higher education 

records with DigiLocker and ABC. Together, they support 

Multiple Entry and Exit, academic mobility, online learning 

through SWAYAM, and flexible degree completion, creating 

a unified, transparent, and student-centric education 

ecosystem. 
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• The Union Cabinet approved two highway projects worth 

₹14,114.81 crore, including an 8.1-km six-lane tunnel in 

Delhi and the 117.7-km Kanpur–Kabrai Greenfield Highway 

in Uttar Pradesh. The Delhi tunnel, built under the Hybrid 

Annuity Mode (HAM), will connect Dwarka Expressway 

with Nelson Mandela Marg through a 3.14-km twin-tube 

tunnel beneath the Southern Ridge Forest using Tunnel 

Boring Machine (TBM) technology. The highway, developed 

by NHAI under the BOT model, will reduce travel time from 

3.5 hours to 1.5 hours, improve connectivity, and generate 

employment. 

• The Southern Birdwing (Troides minos), India’s largest 

butterfly and the state butterfly of Karnataka, has been 

recorded for the first time in Telangana at the Amrabad 

Tiger Reserve. Belonging to the Papilionidae family and 

endemic to South India, it is primarily found in the Western 

Ghats and is listed as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List. 

The sighting in the Nallamala Hills of the Eastern Ghats 

enriches Telangana’s biodiversity records and highlights the 

ecological significance of the Amrabad Tiger Reserve. 

• The Government of India directed Meta to temporarily 

suspend the rollout of WhatsApp’s username feature and 

submit a detailed explanation within three days. The feature 

would allow users to communicate through unique 

usernames instead of mobile numbers, enhancing privacy. 

However, the government raised concerns regarding privacy 

safeguards, identity verification, cybersecurity, 

traceability, impersonation risks, phishing, fraud 

prevention, and compliance with Indian laws. Until 

consultations conclude, Meta has been instructed not to 

launch the feature in India, ensuring stronger digital 

governance and user protection. 

• reflecting stronger domestic production and the 

Government’s import substitution strategy. Power sector 

imports dropped 24.89%, while Imported Coal-Based (ICB) 

plants recorded the steepest decline of 27.45%. Imports for 

Domestic Coal-Based (DCB) plants also decreased 11.26%. 

Coal imports’ share in total consumption fell from 21.69% to 

19.68%, whereas coking coal imports rose 1.34% due to 

steel demand. Improved logistics, first-mile connectivity, 

and domestic supply strengthened energy security. 

• MANAS (Madak Padarth Nishedh Asoochna Kendra), 

India’s National Narcotics Helpline, strengthens the vision 

of Nasha Mukt Bharat by enabling citizens to anonymously 

report drug trafficking, peddling, and illegal cultivation. 

Launched by the Ministry of Home Affairs under the 

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) with the Digital India 

Corporation (DIC), it operates through the 1933 helpline, 

UMANG app, web portal, and email. The platform also links 

callers to the 14446 de-addiction helpline, offering 

counselling, rehabilitation support, multilingual services, 

chatbot integration, Smart IVRS, and stronger coordination 

with anti-narcotics agencies nationwide. 

• Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched the 

nationwide Viksit Bharat – G-RAM G Act from Andhra 

Pradesh, introducing a legal guarantee of 125 days of wage 

employment annually for every eligible rural household. 

Replacing the previous 100-day employment guarantee, the 

scheme provides unemployment allowance if work is 

unavailable. The Centre will contribute over ₹95,000 crore 

in the first year, with long-term investment of ₹7.5 lakh 

crore. Gram Sabhas will lead development planning, while 

Andhra Pradesh received ₹7,707 crore, 74,212 PMAY-G 

houses, and major PMGSY-IV infrastructure projects. 

• NITI Aayog, in collaboration with PwC, released the 

“Strategic Roadmap for Making Ayurveda Global” outlining 

a phased vision up to 2047. The roadmap seeks to establish 

Ayurveda as an evidence-based global healthcare system 

through international clinical trials, annual safety reports, 

scientific validation, and modernization of the Traditional 

Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL). It proposes a patent-

watch system, global Ayurveda centres in Geneva, New 

York, and Tokyo, and medical value travel zones. With 

Ayush exports doubling between 2014 and 2023, the 

roadmap supports global market expansion under 

institutional governance led by the Minister of Ayush. 

• The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) issued notices to Telegram and Signal, following an 

earlier notice to WhatsApp, regarding their username-

based communication features. The Government expressed 

concerns that anonymous usernames could facilitate fraud, 

phishing, impersonation, and digital arrest scams. 

Platforms were asked to explain security safeguards, 

identity verification mechanisms, and misuse prevention 

within three days. Meanwhile, Zoho-backed Arattai decided 

to disable username-based accounts. The move reflects 

India’s focus on strengthening digital governance, user 

accountability, cybersecurity, and compliance with national 

regulations. 

• UIDAI has introduced a free Email Update Service through 

the Aadhaar App, allowing users to add or update their 

email ID digitally without visiting an Aadhaar Seva Kendra. 

Available free for six months from 1 July 2026, the service 

enhances convenience, security, and transparency by 

sending real-time notifications for Aadhaar authentication. 

Within two days, over 2.5 lakh users updated their email IDs. 

The app also supports mobile number, address, and other 

eligible updates, reflecting growing adoption of Digital India 

initiatives and improving citizen-centric digital governance 

across India. 

https://applink.adda247.com/d/XhqWf9lSap
https://applink.adda247.com/d/XhqWf9lSap
http://www.bankersadda.com/
http://www.sscadda.com/
http://www.careerpower.in/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.adda247.app&hl=en


Weekly One Liners 29th June to 5th July, 2026 

9 www.bankersadda.com      |      www.sscadda.com       |       www.careerpower.in       |     Adda247 App 
 

 

• ACME Group signed a nearly US$1 billion agreement with 

Mitsubishi Gas Chemical (MGC) to supply 100,000 tonnes of 

Green Methanol annually from its upcoming Paradip, 

Odisha facility. The fuel, produced using Green Hydrogen 

and captured carbon dioxide, will support Japan’s shipping 

sector while meeting EU RFNBO and future IMO standards. 

The deal strengthens India–Japan Clean Energy 

Cooperation, supports the National Green Hydrogen 

Mission, secures a long-term export market, promotes 

sustainable fuels, and boosts India's leadership in green 

energy and global low-carbon supply chains. 

• The Government launched the e-OCI Card, enabling eligible 

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders to carry a secure 

digital version of their OCI card on smartphones. Accessible 

through the OCI Services Portal, it simplifies travel 

documentation by allowing digital verification by 

immigration authorities and airlines. The government 

clarified that the physical OCI booklet remains fully valid, 

while the digital version is optional. The initiative 

strengthens Digital Governance, enhances travel 

convenience, reduces document loss risks, and improves 

accessibility for millions of OCI cardholders worldwide. 

• Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal unveiled India’s first 

export-import shipping container manufactured for A.P. 

Moller–Maersk at Dadri, Uttar Pradesh. Maersk 

simultaneously placed an order for 1,000 additional 

containers with DCM Shriram Group, marking a long-term 

partnership. The initiative supports Atmanirbhar Bharat, 

Make in India, and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, while 

complementing the ₹10,000 crore Container 

Manufacturing Promotion Scheme (CMPS). It aims to boost 

domestic manufacturing, technology transfer, employment, 

supply-chain resilience, exports, and establish India as a 

global hub for high-quality shipping containers. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated India’s first 

Greenfield Integrated Refinery-cum-Petrochemical 

Complex at Pachpadra, Rajasthan, developed by HPCL 

Rajasthan Refinery Limited (HRRL). Built at an investment 

of over ₹79,450 crore, the refinery has a capacity of 9 

MMTPA and integrates petrochemical production with 

refining. The project strengthens India’s Energy Security, 

enhances petrochemical self-sufficiency, supports cleaner 

fuel production, creates employment, and produces value-

added petrochemical products, marking a major milestone 

in the country’s energy and industrial infrastructure 

development. 

• Japan reaffirmed support for the Mumbai–Ahmedabad 

High-Speed Rail (MAHSR) project, targeting commercial 

operations on priority sections by 2027. Built using 

Shinkansen E10 technology, the 508-km corridor is financed 

81% by JICA through a 50-year loan at 0.1% interest. The 

first operational stretch between Surat–Bilimora/Vapi is 

expected by 15 August 2027, while the full corridor is 

targeted for 2029. The project enhances high-speed 

connectivity, technology transfer, economic development, 

and strengthens long-term India–Japan Strategic 

Partnership. 

• The Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA) inducted its first 15 

Global Biofuel Champion Fellows in New Delhi. Selected 

from 32 countries, each fellow will receive research funding 

of up to US$15,000 and serve as a GBA Ambassador for two 

years. Established during the G20 Summit 2023, the alliance 

now includes 34 countries and 14 international 

organizations. The fellowship promotes innovation in 

Ethanol, Biodiesel, and Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), 

encouraging research collaboration, leadership 

development, and global clean energy solutions supporting 

sustainable transportation. 

 

States in the News 
 

• The Maharashtra Government approved India’s first 

offshore airport proposed by the Maharashtra Airport 

Development Company (MADC) in the Arabian Sea off 

Palghar district. Located about 4.75 km from the proposed 

Uttan–Virar Sea Link, the airport aims to address land 

scarcity and rising air traffic in the Mumbai Metropolitan 

Region. It will feature world-class passenger and cargo 

terminals with seamless transport integration and future 

expansion capacity. The project is expected to reduce noise 

pollution, boost trade, tourism, logistics, employment, 

regional connectivity, and Maharashtra’s aviation 

infrastructure. 

• Rajasthan and Haryana signed a landmark agreement to 

implement the Yamuna Water Project, ending a nearly 30-

year-old water-sharing dispute. Around 580 million cubic 

metres (MCM) of Yamuna water will be transported through 

underground pipelines from the Western Yamuna Canal to 

water-scarce districts including Sikar, Churu, and 

Jhunjhunu. Backed by the Central Water Commission, the 

project includes cost-sharing, monitoring, and dispute-

resolution mechanisms. It will improve drinking water 

availability, promote groundwater recharge, reduce water 

wastage, strengthen inter-state cooperation, and enhance 

long-term water security. 

• The Delhi Government approved the Delhi EV Policy 2.0 

(2026–2030) with an outlay of ₹15,000 crore to accelerate 

electric vehicle adoption and reduce air pollution. The policy 

offers purchase subsidies, 100% exemption from road tax 

and registration fees for eligible EVs up to ₹30 lakh, and 

attractive scrappage incentives. It also proposes phased 

restrictions on new petrol, diesel, and CNG vehicle 

registrations in selected categories. Nearly 32,000 EV 

charging stations and expanded battery-swapping 

infrastructure will support clean mobility, sustainable 

transport, energy security, and lower carbon emissions. 
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• The West Bengal Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Bill is expected 

to be introduced during the Budget Session of the State 

Legislative Assembly on 29 June 2026. Based on Article 44 of 

the Directive Principles of State Policy, it seeks a common 

civil law governing marriage, divorce, inheritance, 

adoption, guardianship, and succession, irrespective of 

religion. Proposed provisions include equal inheritance 

rights, a ban on polygamy, invalidation of child marriages, 

and mandatory registration of live-in relationships. 

Supporters view it as promoting legal equality and gender 

justice, while critics stress protecting religious freedom and 

federal principles. 

• The Odisha Cabinet approved the Deep Sea Fishing Mission 

with an investment of ₹2,295.45 crore for 2026–2036 to 

strengthen the state's Blue Economy. Implemented by the 

Fisheries and Animal Resources Development Department, 

the mission aims to modernize marine fisheries, promote 

sustainable deep-sea fishing, improve seafood exports, and 

enhance livelihoods. It targets an additional 2 lakh metric 

tonnes of annual fish production, creation of 50,000 jobs, 

and ₹5,000 crore in seafood exports by 2036. A proposed 

Blue Economy Hub (B-Hub) will support research, 

innovation, and policy coordination. 

• The Borjuli site in Sonitpur district, Assam, has been 

declared a Biodiversity Heritage Site following an NRAA-

funded project on in-situ conservation of wild rice (Oryza 

rufipogon). The initiative, implemented by ICAR–National 

Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (ICAR-NBPGR) with the 

Assam State Biodiversity Board, aims to preserve valuable 

wild rice germplasm. According to NRAA CEO Dr. Chandra 

Shekhar Kumar, wild rice is an important genetic resource 

for developing climate-resilient, high-yielding, and 

nutritionally superior rice varieties, strengthening 

sustainable agriculture and long-term food security. 

• Gujarat Police launched Operation Surakshit Cyberspace, a 

28-day statewide cyber awareness campaign from 1–28 July 

2026 to enhance online safety for women and children. Led 

by DGP G.S. Malik, the initiative targets cyberstalking, 

identity theft, financial fraud, online harassment, and 

privacy violations through intelligence-led policing and 

public awareness. Conducted with banks, telecom 

companies, schools, colleges, NGOs, and RWAs, the 

campaign aims to educate 25 lakh citizens, engage 20 lakh 

students, cover 10,000 schools, 1,500 colleges, and ensure 

police action within 24 hours for complaints involving 

women and children. 

• Gujarat established Project SAMARTH (Silicon and 

Advanced Semiconductor Manufacturing Research and 

Training Hub) at IIT Gandhinagar with a budget of ₹190 

crore to strengthen India’s semiconductor ecosystem. 

Supported by the Ministry of Electronics and IT, 

Government of Gujarat, and IIT Gandhinagar, the project 

aims to train 10,000 professionals over five years. The hub 

will promote semiconductor research, indigenous chip 

technologies, fab training, and industry-ready skills through 

partnerships with L&T Semiconductor Technologies and 

engineering institutions, supporting workforce development 

and India’s ambitions in advanced semiconductor 

manufacturing. 

• The Delhi Government ordered the removal and 

investigation of the BAT-BMS mobile application after 

reports claimed it could remotely disable e-rickshaws 

through insecure Bluetooth-enabled Battery Management 

Systems (BMS). Developed by Shenzhen Grenergy 

Technology, the app monitors battery parameters but 

allegedly allowed unauthorized users within 15 metres to 

switch off battery discharge because of weak 

authentication. Authorities declared such misuse illegal and 

warned of police action. The incident highlights 

cybersecurity vulnerabilities in connected electric vehicles 

and underscores the need for stronger authentication and 

digital security standards. 

• The Government granted Geographical Indication (GI) tags 

to Jalbhara Sandesh, Janai’s Manohara, and Balagarh 

Wooden Boats from Hooghly district, West Bengal. The 

recognition legally protects these traditional products from 

imitation while enhancing domestic and international 

market value. Jalbhara Sandesh is known for its hidden rose-

flavoured syrup filling, Manohara for its sugar-coated 

chhena sweet, and Balagarh boats represent a 500-year-old 

boat-building tradition. The GI status preserves cultural 

heritage, supports artisans, boosts exports, strengthens 

branding, and improves rural livelihoods. 

• Himachal Pradesh secured GI registration for eight 

traditional products, increasing its total GI-tagged products 

to 17. Newly recognised items include Spiti Seabuckthorn, 

Salooni Safed Makka, Kinnauri Apple, Kinnauri Jewellery, 

Kinnauri Topi, Chamba Metal Art, Sepuvadi, and Sirmauri 

Loiya. Granted under the GI Act, 1999, the tags protect 

authenticity, prevent imitation, improve market value, 

encourage exports, and strengthen rural livelihoods. The 

state is also pursuing GI recognition for additional 

agricultural and traditional products to promote heritage 

and local economies. 

• Assam became India’s first state to commercially produce 

Matcha Tea, with the inaugural batch manufactured at 

Chota Tingrai Tea Estate, Tinsukia, and auctioned through 

the Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC). Developed after 

nearly a decade of collaboration with Japanese experts, the 

project uses a fully automated Japanese processing facility. 

Matcha, a high-antioxidant powdered green tea, diversifies 

Assam’s tea industry beyond black tea. The initiative 

strengthens specialty tea exports, promotes innovation, 

expands international market opportunities, and enhances 

India’s premium tea sector. 
 

https://applink.adda247.com/d/XhqWf9lSap
https://applink.adda247.com/d/XhqWf9lSap
http://www.bankersadda.com/
http://www.sscadda.com/
http://www.careerpower.in/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.adda247.app&hl=en


Weekly One Liners 29th June to 5th July, 2026 

11 www.bankersadda.com      |      www.sscadda.com       |       www.careerpower.in       |     Adda247 App 
 

 

International Affairs 
 

• India and Saudi Arabia signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) during Saudi Water Week in Jeddah 

to strengthen cooperation in water resource management 

and sustainable irrigation. Signed by Suhel Khan and 

Abdulrahman Abdulmohsen AlFadley, the agreement 

promotes irrigation efficiency, technology exchange, 

institutional capacity building, and sharing of best practices. 

It addresses water challenges arising from climate change, 

urbanization, and growing demand. The partnership 

expands bilateral ties beyond energy and trade while 

supporting long-term water security, climate resilience, 

agricultural sustainability, and collaborative research. 

• During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Seychelles, 

India and Seychelles signed 19 agreements to strengthen 

cooperation in maritime security, defence, digital 

payments, healthcare, space, education, agriculture, and 

infrastructure. India gifted an indigenous Fast Patrol Vessel, 

10 utility vehicles, Laser Radial sailing boats, upgraded a 

Dornier aircraft, and refitted PS Zoroaster. Both countries 

expanded cooperation in UPI, space technology, and 

healthcare, including a new hospital. India reaffirmed its 

MAHASAGAR vision and provided 500 tonnes of rice and 

8,500 tonnes of cement, reinforcing regional stability and 

strategic partnership. 

• On 26 June 2026, the United States, Israel, and Lebanon 

signed a Trilateral Framework Agreement to reduce border 

tensions and promote long-term regional stability. The US-

mediated agreement provides for phased Israeli military 

redeployment, greater deployment of the Lebanese Armed 

Forces (LAF), verified disarmament of Hezbollah, pilot 

security zones, and a US-backed coordination mechanism. 

It also includes 100 million US dollars in humanitarian 

assistance for Lebanon. While Lebanon and the United 

States welcomed the initiative, Israel linked troop 

withdrawal to Hezbollah's disarmament, whereas Hezbollah 

rejected the agreement entirely. 

• Bangladesh's Teesta River Comprehensive Management 

and Restoration Project gained attention following 

discussions with China during Tarique Rahman's Beijing 

visit. The project includes dredging 140 million cubic metres 

of sediment, reclaiming 171 sq km of land, constructing and 

repairing 234 km of embankments, developing a 224-km 

road network, and building 82 jetties. Since the Teesta River 

flows through Sikkim, West Bengal, and Bangladesh, the 

project carries strategic significance for India-Bangladesh 

water sharing, regional connectivity, and cross-border 

cooperation. China emphasized its role as technical support 

without targeting any third country. 

• India and Japan strengthened their Special Strategic and 

Global Partnership during Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s 

visit to India. The two countries signed agreements on 

Economic Security, Artificial Intelligence (AI), and Energy 

Resilience, while launching a roadmap covering 

semiconductors, quantum technologies, critical minerals, 

advanced materials, and resilient supply chains. They also 

announced an AI partnership promoting responsible 

innovation and plans to establish around 1,000 biogas and 

organic fertiliser plants under the GOBARdhan initiative. 

Defence cooperation, naval exercises, and Indo-Pacific 

maritime collaboration will also be significantly expanded. 

• The AI for Good Global Commission, launched by the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and 
Salesforce, aims to promote responsible, inclusive, and 

sustainable Artificial Intelligence governance worldwide. 
The commission comprises over 40 global leaders from 
governments, industry, academia, and international 

organizations. Indian business leaders Mukesh Ambani, 
Sunil Bharti Mittal, Lakshmi N. Mittal, and Vishal Talwar are 
founding members, reflecting India’s growing influence in AI 

governance. Co-chaired by Paul Kagame with Doreen 
Bogdan-Martin as Vice-Chair, the commission begins 
deliberations during the AI for Good Global Summit 2026. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) added the first 
molecular diagnostic test for the Bundibugyo Ebola virus to 

its Emergency Use Listing (EUL), enabling faster laboratory 
confirmation during outbreaks. The test detects viral RNA in 
blood samples, improving diagnosis of a strain different from 

Zaire ebolavirus. First identified in Uganda in 2007, the virus 
has caused a major outbreak in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC). The new diagnostic strengthens outbreak 

preparedness, expands testing capacity, and enhances 
global response against viral haemorrhagic fevers and public 
health emergencies. 

• India and Mali launched the first India–Mali Forum for 
Promotion of Exports in Bamako to institutionalize bilateral 

trade and investment. Bilateral trade reached US$326.61 
million in FY 2025–26, recording 55% growth supported by 
India’s DFTP Scheme. The forum featured B2B, B2G, and 

G2G meetings focusing on textiles, mining, pharmaceuticals, 
energy, digital trade, and agro-industry. Mali also 
announced an Investment Forum for December 2026, 

strengthening strategic partnerships, investment 
opportunities, and long-term economic cooperation. 

 

Banking/Economy/Business News 
 

• India’s Index of Industrial Production (IIP) grew 5.1% in May 
2026, marking its highest growth in five months. 

Manufacturing expanded 5.5%, while electricity and gas 
supply rose 9.9% due to summer demand and renewable 
energy generation. Capital goods output surged 12.9%, 

indicating stronger investment, whereas mining contracted. 
The release introduced the 2022–23 base year and replaced 
the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) with the Output Producer 

Price Index (PPI) for better measurement of industrial 
output. The figures reflect strengthening industrial activity 
and economic recovery. 
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• According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), India’s 

external debt increased to $762.8 billion at the end of FY26, 

rising by $26.3 billion from the previous year. The external 

debt-to-GDP ratio rose from 19.8% to 20.8%. Appreciation 

of the US dollar reduced the reported increase by $24.6 

billion. The debt remains diversified, with the US dollar 

accounting for the largest share, followed by the Indian 

rupee, Japanese yen, and euro. Strong foreign exchange 

reserves continue supporting overall external sector 

stability. 

• Eurobank launched a UPI-based cross-border remittance 

service enabling customers in Greece to transfer money 

instantly to India through collaboration with NPCI 

International Payments Limited (NIPL). Union Minister 

Piyush Goyal welcomed the initiative, highlighting reduced 

transaction costs and stronger digital payment connectivity. 

During his Greece visit, he also met Eurobank CEO Fokion 

Karavias to discuss investments, manufacturing, 

infrastructure, and bilateral cooperation. The initiative 

expands the global reach of Unified Payments Interface 

(UPI), enhances financial connectivity, promotes seamless 

remittances, and reinforces India’s leadership in digital 

payment innovation. 

• According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), India’s 

external debt rose to $762.8 billion by the end of FY26, 

increasing by $26.3 billion over the previous year, with the 

debt-to-GDP ratio rising to 20.8%. Appreciation of the US 

dollar reduced the reported increase by $24.6 billion, while 

the debt composition remained diversified across the US 

dollar, Indian rupee, Japanese yen, and euro. Despite faster 

growth in short-term borrowings, India’s strong foreign 

exchange reserves continue to maintain overall external 

sector resilience and stability. 

• HDFC Bank appointed former Chief Election Commissioner 

Rajiv Kumar as its Part-Time Chairman for three years, 

subject to RBI approval. He was also appointed Independent 

Director for four years beginning 30 June 2026, pending 

shareholder approval. He succeeds the interim arrangement 

after Atanu Chakraborty’s resignation, while Keki Mistry 

continues as interim chairman until approvals are 

completed. A 1984-batch IAS officer, Rajiv Kumar previously 

served as Secretary, Department of Financial Services. His 

expertise in governance, banking reforms, and public 

finance is expected to strengthen corporate governance. 

• OpenAI appointed Prabhjeet Singh, former Uber India and 

South Asia President, as its Managing Director for India, 

effective September 2026. Reporting to Kiran Mani, he will 

oversee strategy, operations, partnerships, and expansion 

across India's rapidly growing artificial intelligence 

ecosystem. Singh's experience in scaling technology 

businesses and leading Uber's growth makes him well suited 

for the role. His appointment reflects India's strategic 

importance because of its large digital user base, thriving 

startup ecosystem, increasing enterprise AI adoption, and 

strong government focus on artificial intelligence, 

strengthening OpenAI's long-term expansion plans in the 

country. 

• According to the National Statistics Office (NSO), India’s 

unemployment rate declined to 3.1% in 2025, the lowest in 

eight years, reflecting stronger job creation, economic 

recovery, and increased labour force participation. The 

improvement supports Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) targeting productive employment by 2030. Although 

urban female unemployment declined from 10.8% in 2017–

18 to 6.4% in 2025, states like Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, and 

Rajasthan continue reporting higher joblessness. Gujarat 

demonstrated notable gender parity, while Kerala and 

Maharashtra also recorded significant improvements. 

• India’s fiscal deficit widened to ₹1.62 lakh crore during 

April–May FY2026–27, reaching 9.6% of the annual Budget 

Estimate of ₹16.96 lakh crore, according to the Controller 

General of Accounts (CGA). Total receipts declined to ₹7.19 

lakh crore, mainly due to weaker tax collections and a nearly 

20% fall in excise duty after fuel tax cuts. Government 

expenditure increased 18% to ₹8.81 lakh crore, with capital 

expenditure rising over 13%. A record RBI dividend of ₹2.87 

lakh crore partially offset the deficit. 

• India’s gross GST collections reached ₹1,94,812 crore in 

June 2026, registering a 13.9% annual increase, while net 

GST collections after refunds stood at ₹1,62,377 crore, up 

11.2%. Import-related GST surged 34.6% to ₹60,038 crore, 

becoming the primary growth driver, while domestic 

collections increased 6.5%. Refunds rose 29.1% to ₹32,436 

crore. Maharashtra recorded the highest collections, 

followed by Karnataka and Gujarat, whereas Sikkim, 

Puducherry, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Tamil 

Nadu reported declining GST revenues. 

• Goods and Services Tax (GST) completed nine years on 1 

July 2026, marking a milestone in India’s “One Nation, One 

Tax” reform launched in 2017. GST replaced multiple 

indirect taxes, established a unified national market, 

reduced cascading taxation, and improved compliance 

through digital systems. GST 2.0 introduced simplified 5%, 

18%, and 40% tax slabs for luxury and sin goods, along with 

easier registration, refunds, and return filing. Registered 

taxpayers increased from 66.5 lakh to 1.65 crore, reflecting 

greater formalization, transparency, and stronger revenue 

collection. 
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• The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 

partnered with HSBC India and JP Morgan Payments to 

introduce real-time foreign exchange (FX) conversion and 

settlement for cross-border UPI transactions. The system 

enables instant currency conversion, faster payment 

confirmation, real-time settlement, and transparent 

exchange rates while reducing intermediaries and 

settlement delays. The initiative improves security, 

customer experience, and operational efficiency in 

international payments. By addressing major cross-border 

payment challenges, the partnership expands the global 

reach of Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and reinforces 

India’s leadership in digital payment innovation. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) implemented the revamped 

Integrated Ombudsman Scheme from 1 July 2026, replacing 

the 2021 framework under the principle of “One Nation, 

One Ombudsman.” The scheme provides a free, faster, and 

transparent grievance redressal mechanism covering 

scheduled commercial banks, eligible NBFCs, prepaid 

payment instrument issuers, and credit information 

companies. Customers can approach the RBI if complaints 

remain unresolved after 30 days. It offers online filing, non-

adversarial dispute resolution, and compensation up to ₹30 

lakh for financial losses and ₹3 lakh for harassment. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) appointed Ravi Shankar as 

its new Executive Director with effect from 1 July 2026. 

Previously serving as Adviser-in-Charge of the Department 

of Statistics and Information Management (DSIM), he 

brings over 30 years of experience in banking statistics, 

government securities, settlement systems, public debt 

management, and economic research. He has contributed to 

several RBI committees on macroeconomic statistics, 

financial sector analysis, economic policy, and data 

governance, reflecting the central bank’s confidence in his 

expertise and leadership. 

• The Ministry of Steel granted Miniratna Category-I status to 

MECON Limited, recognizing its consistent profitability and 

operational excellence. Established in 1959 and 

headquartered in Ranchi, Jharkhand, MECON is a Schedule 

‘A’ Central Public Sector Enterprise providing engineering, 

consultancy, project management, and contracting services. 

The company achieved a net worth of ₹535.42 crore as of 

31 March 2026 after recording profits for three consecutive 

financial years. The new status provides greater financial 

autonomy, enabling faster decision-making, technology 

modernization, business expansion, and enhanced 

competitiveness across key infrastructure sectors. 

• Microsoft and Lightstorm partnered to develop the I-2SEA 

(India–2–Southeast Asia) undersea cable, a 3,600-km 

submarine fibre-optic network connecting India, Malaysia, 

and Singapore. The consortium includes Tata 

Communications, Singtel, ASEAN Cableship, and NEC 

Corporation, with a landing station at Machilipatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh. Expected to become operational by Q4 

2029, the cable will strengthen AI infrastructure, cloud 

computing, hyperscale data centres, and high-capacity 

digital connectivity. Carrying part of the 95% of global 

internet traffic transmitted through submarine cables, it 

significantly enhances regional digital resilience. 

 

Appointments/Resignations 
 

• The Central Government reappointed Ravi Agrawal as 

Chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) for an 

additional six-month term from 1 July to 31 December 2026, 

following approval by the Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet (ACC). A 1988-batch Indian Revenue Service (IRS) 

officer, he has served as CBDT Chairman since June 2024. 

The CBDT, under the Ministry of Finance, is the apex 

authority for direct tax administration, responsible for tax 

policy, implementation of the Income-tax Act, compliance, 

transparency, and combating tax evasion. 

• The Indian REITs Association (IRA) appointed Shirish 

Godbole, CEO of Knowledge Realty Trust, as its new 

Chairperson, succeeding Alok Aggarwal. Established in 2023 

under the guidance of SEBI and the Ministry of Finance, the 

IRA promotes the development of India’s Real Estate 

Investment Trust (REIT) ecosystem. Godbole pledged to 

strengthen governance, transparency, investor awareness, 

and sustainable sector growth. Knowledge Realty Trust, 

backed by the Sattva Group and Blackstone, is currently 

India’s largest listed REIT by market capitalization. 

• The Government of India extended the tenure of Foreign 

Secretary Vikram Misri by one year from 1 July 2026, 

ensuring continuity in the Ministry of External Affairs. A 

1989-batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer, he became 

Foreign Secretary on 15 July 2024. With over three decades 

of diplomatic experience, he has served in Brussels, Tunis, 

Islamabad, Washington D.C., Sri Lanka, Munich, and as 

Ambassador to Spain, Myanmar, and China. He also served 

as Deputy National Security Adviser (Strategic Affairs) 

between 2022 and 2024. 

• Lokhande Prashant Sitaram, a 2001-batch IAS officer of the 

AGMUT cadre, was appointed Additional Secretary in the 

Department of Home, Ministry of Home Affairs, following 

approval by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 

(ACC). He will oversee major policy coordination and 

administrative responsibilities while continuing as 

Chairperson of the Central Board of Secondary Education 

(CBSE) on an additional charge basis until a regular 

appointment is made. The appointment reflects the 

Government’s confidence in his administrative experience 

across education and internal governance. 
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Defence News 
 

• General Dhiraj Seth assumed charge as the 31st Chief of the 

Army Staff (COAS) on 30 June 2026, succeeding General 

Upendra Dwivedi. His tenure will continue until 31 August 

2028. Previously serving as the 49th Vice Chief of the Army 

Staff, he was commissioned into the Armoured Corps in 

December 1986 after graduating from the National Defence 

Academy (NDA). With nearly four decades of service, he has 

commanded key formations and became the first Armoured 

Corps officer to become Army Chief since General Shankar 

Roy Chowdhary in 1997. 

• The Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) has been established 

under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways as the 

apex authority for port and ship security. Functioning under 

the Directorate General of Maritime Administration 

(DGMA) and modeled on BCAS, BoPS will oversee 

surveillance, intelligence sharing, cyber security, 

compliance, and risk management. The Central Industrial 

Security Force (CISF) will conduct security assessments, 

prepare security plans, and provide training. The initiative 

modernizes India’s maritime security architecture and 

strengthens protection against physical and cyber threats to 

port infrastructure. 

• Project BRAHMANK, a flagship initiative of the Border 

Roads Organisation (BRO), celebrated its 16th Raising Day 

in Arunachal Pradesh, marking fifteen years of strategic 

border infrastructure development. Since 2011, it has 

constructed and maintained hundreds of kilometres of 

roads and key bridges across difficult Himalayan terrain. The 

project has enhanced border connectivity, military mobility, 

disaster response capability, and socio-economic 

development in remote regions. By providing all-weather 

access to border areas, it strengthens India’s defence 

preparedness while improving healthcare, education, and 

essential services for local communities. 

• The Ministry of Defence introduced the Delegation of 

Financial Powers to DRDO 2026 (DFP-2026) to improve the 

efficiency and transparency of defence research. The 

framework grants greater financial autonomy across 

different levels of the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO), enabling faster approvals for 

procurement, research, innovation, and testing. It 

strengthens programmes including the Technology 

Development Fund (TDF), Extra-Mural Research (EMR), and 

Defence Innovation Accelerator. The reform reduces 

procedural delays, promotes collaboration with industry, 

startups, MSMEs, academia, and supports Aatmanirbhar 

Bharat in defence technology. 

• India commissioned ICGS Akshay, a new-generation Fast 

Patrol Vessel (FPV), into the Bharatiya Tatrakshak (Indian 

Coast Guard) fleet on 27 June 2026 at Goa Shipyard Limited. 

Built under Aatmanirbhar Bharat, the vessel is designed for 

coastal surveillance, maritime law enforcement, search 

and rescue, anti-smuggling operations, disaster response, 

and environmental protection. Named after the Sanskrit 

word "Akshay" meaning Indestructible, it enhances 

maritime security across India's 7,500-km coastline and 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). The vessel strengthens 

India's capability to combat maritime crime while 

safeguarding marine ecosystems and national interests. 

• The Indian Army will operationalise its first Integrated 

Battle Groups (IBGs) on 1 July 2026 under the XVII Corps 

(Mountain Strike Corps) at Panagarh. Each IBG is a brigade-

sized, self-sufficient formation with over 5,000 troops, 

integrating infantry, artillery, armour, engineers, air 

defence, signals, logistics, and medical support under a 

Major General. Designed for deployment within 48 hours, 

the concept was proposed by General Bipin Rawat and 

tested during Exercise HimVijay (2019). The reform 

significantly enhances India's readiness for multi-domain 

warfare, particularly along the India-China border. 

• General Dhiraj Seth, the 31st Chief of the Army Staff, 

unveiled the VIJAY vision to build a technology-driven, 

future-ready Indian Army. The framework focuses on 

Vigilance and Readiness, Innovation and Transformation, 

Jointness and Integration, Aatmanirbharta, and Yoddha 

First, emphasizing border security, modernization, 

indigenous defence capabilities, and soldier welfare. An 

alumnus of the National Defence Academy (NDA) with 

nearly four decades of service, General Seth aims to 

accelerate military modernization, strengthen tri-service 

integration, and align the Army with the national vision of 

Viksit Bharat 2047. 

• The K9 Vajra-T self-propelled howitzer programme 

highlights strategic defence cooperation between India and 

South Korea under Make in India. Developed through 

collaboration between Hanwha Aerospace and Larsen & 

Toubro (L&T), the 155 mm/52-calibre artillery system is 

manufactured at Hazira, Gujarat, with 50–60% indigenous 

content. India inducted 100 units by 2021, ordered another 

100 in 2024, and plans 300 additional guns under a ₹23,000 

crore modernization programme. The system significantly 

enhances long-range artillery capability and border 

preparedness in challenging terrains. 

• Air Marshal Jasvir Singh Mann, AVSM, VSM, assumed 

charge as the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief (AOC-in-C) 

of the Southern Air Command on 1 July 2026, succeeding 

Air Marshal Manish Khanna. Commissioned into the fighter 

stream in 1989, he is a Pilot Attack Instructor with over 

3,000 flying hours on aircraft including the Apache, MiG-21, 

Jaguar, MiG-29, Su-30, and Rafale. He previously served as 

Assistant Chief of Air Staff (Operations–Offensive), Director 

General (Weapon Systems), and Senior Air Staff Officer, 

bringing extensive operational and leadership experience. 
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• Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit assumed charge as the Vice 

Chief of the Air Staff (VCAS) on 1 July 2026, succeeding Air 
Marshal Nagesh Kapoor. A fighter pilot commissioned in 
1986, he has accumulated over 3,300 flying hours on more 
than 20 aircraft types. His distinguished career includes 
commanding a Mirage-2000 squadron, a frontline fighter 

base, and serving as Air Defence Commander, Director of 
Air Staff Requirements, and Chief of Integrated Defence 
Staff (CISC). Simultaneously, Air Marshal Tejinder Singh 
assumed charge as the new CISC. 

• Lieutenant General Rajesh Pushkar, AVSM, VSM, assumed 
charge as the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-

in-C) of the Southern Command on 1 July 2026, succeeding 
Lieutenant General Sandeep Jain. A National Defence 
Academy (NDA) alumnus commissioned into the 74 
Armoured Regiment in 1988, he has nearly four decades of 
military service. He has commanded an Armoured 
Regiment, Independent Armoured Brigade, Infantry 
Division, and 2 Corps (Kharga Corps). Headquartered in 
Pune, the Southern Command oversees operational 

preparedness, logistics, disaster relief, and defence across 
southern and central India. 

• Air Marshal Tejinder Singh assumed charge as the Chief of 
Integrated Defence Staff to the Chairman Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (CISC). After paying tribute at the National War 
Memorial, he received a ceremonial tri-service Guard of 

Honour. Commissioned into the Indian Air Force in 1987, he 
is a Category ‘A’ Qualified Flying Instructor with over 4,500 
flying hours. He has commanded a Fighter Squadron, Radar 
Station, Fighter Base, and Jammu & Kashmir Air Command, 
and is a recipient of the Vayu Sena Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva 
Medal, and Param Vishisht Seva Medal. 

• The Indian Navy deployed a P-8I long-range maritime 

reconnaissance and anti-submarine warfare aircraft to 
Hawaii for RIMPAC 2026, the world’s largest multinational 
naval exercise. Hosted by the US Pacific Fleet, the exercise 
runs from 24 June–31 July 2026, involving over 30 countries, 
warships, submarines, aircraft, and personnel. India has 
participated since 2014, reinforcing maritime cooperation in 

the Indo-Pacific. The deployment strengthens surveillance, 
anti-submarine capabilities, interoperability, collective 
readiness, and supports a Free and Open Indo-Pacific vision. 

• The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) approved ₹52,000 
crore worth of defence procurement proposals to 
modernize India's armed forces and strengthen indigenous 

capabilities. The approvals support Aatmanirbhar Bharat by 
encouraging domestic manufacturing of advanced defence 
equipment while enhancing operational preparedness 
across the Army, Navy, and Air Force. The procurement 
package focuses on improving combat readiness, 
technology induction, self-reliance, defence industrial 
growth, and national security. The decision also promotes 

indigenous defence production, reduces import 
dependence, and accelerates military modernization under 
India's long-term strategic capability development plans. 

 

Awards and Recognitions 
 

• Sunil Bharti Mittal, Founder and Chairman of Bharti 

Enterprises, received the 2026 Leadership Award from the 

US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) during its 

Annual Leadership Summit in Washington, D.C. The honour 

recognizes his outstanding contribution to strengthening 

India–US economic relations and transforming India’s 

telecommunications sector. Mittal emphasized the 

importance of digital connectivity, innovation, and 

investment, while expressing confidence in the early 

conclusion of the proposed India–US trade agreement. The 

award also acknowledges his role in promoting globally 

competitive businesses and bilateral commercial 

cooperation. 

• From 2027, the International Booker Prize will be renamed 

the Bukhman International Booker Prize under a 10-year 

partnership with Bukhman Philanthropies. The annual prize 

money will double to £100,000, shared equally between the 

author and translator, while shortlisted entries will continue 

receiving £5,000 each. Founded by Daria and Dmitri 

Bukhman, the philanthropic organization supports 

literature, education, and healthcare. Chaired by Katie 

Kitamura in 2027, the award continues recognizing 

outstanding translated fiction published in the UK or Ireland. 

 

Summits & Conferences News 
 

• Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav inaugurated 

ASSOCHAM’s National Conference on “Electric Mobility: 

Building India an Electric Mobility Hub for Viksit Bharat” in 

New Delhi. He emphasized that India’s electric vehicle (EV) 

transition should prioritize green growth, resilient 

infrastructure, transparent governance, and a circular 

economy. Discussions covered charging infrastructure, 

battery supply chains, localization, financing, and 

innovation. The Minister highlighted the PARIVESH portal, 

battery recycling, critical mineral security, and sustainable 

manufacturing, reinforcing India’s ambition to become a 

global leader in clean mobility under the Viksit Bharat 2047 

vision. 

 

Sports News 
 

• Kidambi Srikanth won the silver medal in the men’s singles 

event at the US Open 2026, finishing runner-up to Su Li-yang 

of Chinese Taipei. After losing the first game 15–21, Srikanth 

fought back to win the second 21–16 before losing the 

decider 9–21. The performance marks one of his strongest 

international results in recent years and boosts confidence 

ahead of future BWF tournaments. His last BWF title came 

at the 2017 French Open, and he continues striving for 

another championship victory. 
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• Cricket will return to the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games 

(LA28) after more than a century with men’s and women’s 

T20 tournaments, each featuring six teams. The 

International Cricket Council (ICC) announced a 

qualification system based on ICC rankings, continental 

representation, host nation eligibility, and a 2027 Olympic 

Qualifier Tournament. Four women’s teams—Australia, 

India, South Africa, and Great Britain—have already 

qualified. The Olympic return is expected to expand cricket’s 

global reach, attract new audiences, and strengthen its 

international profile. 

• England captain Ben Stokes announced his retirement from 

international cricket after the third Test against New 

Zealand at Trent Bridge, ending a distinguished 15-year 

career. He will also step down as England's Test captain, a 

position held since April 2022. Stokes is remembered for his 

match-winning 84 in the 2019 ICC World Cup Final and 

iconic 135 at Headingley during the 2019 Ashes. His highest 

Test score is 258 against South Africa. Alongside coach 

Brendon McCullum, he transformed England's Test 

approach through the aggressive Bazball philosophy. 

• Kerala's Ancy Sojan created history at the 2026 National 

Inter-State Senior Athletics Championships in 

Bhubaneswar by breaking Anju Bobby George's 22-year-old 

national long jump record. The 25-year-old leaped 6.88 

metres, surpassing the previous record of 6.83 metres set in 

2004. Representing Kerala and serving as a Chief Petty 

Officer in the Indian Navy, she won the gold medal and 

secured qualification for the 2026 Asian Games. Ancy 

previously won silver medals at the 2023 Asian Games and 

2025 Asian Athletics Championships, establishing herself 

among India's top field athletes. 

• Indonesia won its maiden AVC Men's Volleyball Cup 2026 

title in Ahmedabad, defeating Korea 3-0 in the final after 

recovering from an earlier group-stage defeat. Boy Arnez 

Arabi scored 17 points, won the Most Valuable Player 

(MVP) award, and earned a place in the Dream Team. Korea 

secured its first-ever silver medal, while host India claimed 

a historic bronze medal by defeating defending champions 

Bahrain 3-1. Indonesia's remarkable performance also 

improved its position from 52nd to 43rd in the FIVB World 

Rankings, marking its best-ever tournament performance. 

• George Russell won the 2026 Austrian Grand Prix at the Red 

Bull Ring, converting pole position into his seventh Formula 

1 victory and strengthening Mercedes' championship 

challenge. He held off Max Verstappen, who finished 

second, while championship leader Kimi Antonelli secured 

third place, extending his lead to 40 points. The race 

featured a Virtual Safety Car after Carlos Sainz's retirement 

and several technical retirements. Russell's victory elevated 

him to second in the championship standings, intensifying 

the 2026 Formula 1 title battle between Mercedes, Red 

Bull, and McLaren. 

• India created history at the World Rowing Cup 2026 in 

Lucerne, Switzerland, as Indian Army Havildars Lakshay 

and Ujjwal Kumar Singh won the country’s first-ever gold 

medal in the Lightweight Men’s Double Sculls (LM2x) event. 

The duo clocked 6:26.09, narrowly defeating competitors 

from Hong Kong and the Netherlands. Trained at the Army 

Rowing Node, Pune, they overcame delayed visa approvals 

and limited preparation time. Their victory marks a 

landmark achievement for Indian rowing and highlights the 

Armed Forces’ contribution to elite sports development. 

• England fast bowler Lauren Bell won the ICC Women’s 

Player of the Month award for May 2026, earning the 

honour for the first time. She outperformed nominees 

Maddy Green and Gull Feroza after impressive 

performances against New Zealand and India. Bell claimed 

five wickets in the ODI series, including 3/20, and added 

eight wickets in four T20Is with consistent economy rates. 

Her impactful bowling strengthened England’s pace attack 

and underlined her growing importance ahead of major 

international competitions, including the Women’s T20 

World Cup. 

• Bangladesh batter Mushfiqur Rahim received the ICC Men’s 

Player of the Month award for May 2026 after outstanding 

performances against Pakistan. He scored 253 runs at an 

average of 63.25, helping Bangladesh complete a historic 2–

0 Test series sweep and earning the Player of the Series 

award. His notable innings included 71 in the first Test and 

137 at Sylhet in the second. This marked his second ICC 

monthly award, reinforcing his importance to Bangladesh’s 

success and the ICC World Test Championship 2025–27. 

• Indian para-athlete Hokato Hotozhe Sema became World 

No. 1 in the Men’s Shot Put F57 rankings on 2 July 2026. A 

Subedar in the 9 Assam Regiment and Paris 2024 

Paralympic bronze medallist, he achieved a personal best 

throw of 14.65 metres. Sema is the first Paralympian to 

receive the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and is also an Arjuna 

Award recipient. After losing his leg in a 2002 landmine 

blast, he transformed into one of India’s leading para-

athletes through remarkable determination and 

international success. 

• Cristiano Ronaldo became the oldest player to score in a 

FIFA World Cup knockout match, finding the net against 

Croatia at 41 years and 147 days. His penalty helped 

Portugal secure a 2–1 victory and qualify for the Round of 

16, where they will face Spain. The goal marked his first 

World Cup knockout goal since debuting in 2006. Ronaldo 

also became the oldest outfield player to start a World Cup 

knockout match and moved closer to Lothar Matthäus’ 

appearance record with 26 World Cup matches. 
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Science and Technology News 
 

• ISRO successfully conducted the eighth hot test of its Semi-

Cryogenic Engine Power Head Test Article (PHTA) on 24 

June 2026 at the ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC), 

Mahendragiri. The engine generated 175 tonnes of thrust, 

nearly 88% of its planned 200-tonne capacity, validating 

critical systems including pre-burner, turbopumps, and 

propellant feed systems. Powered by Liquid Oxygen (LOX) 

and Isrosene, the SE2000 engine will propel the SC120 stage 

of the LVM3 launch vehicle. The achievement boosts 

payload capacity, fuel efficiency, indigenous capability, and 

future missions such as Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan, and 

commercial satellite launches. 

• Brachybacterium netajii is a newly discovered bacterial 

species isolated from the Hooghly River in West Bengal. 

Identified through polyphasic taxonomic characterization, 

the bacterium is notable for degrading p-nitrophenol (PNP), 

a toxic industrial chemical found in dyes and pesticides. It 

also tolerates heavy metals such as arsenic, cadmium, lead, 

and mercury, while surviving salinity levels up to 9%, making 

it valuable for bioremediation in polluted environments. 

Discovered by researchers from Netaji Mahavidyalaya, 

University of Burdwan, IIT (BHU), and Hiroshima 

University, it honours Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

• India approved its first-ever Private Point-in-Space (PinS) 

instrument approach procedure for helicopter operations 

at Undavalli Heliport, marking a major advancement in 

aviation navigation. Developed by the Airports Authority of 

India (AAI) and approved by the Directorate General of Civil 

Aviation (DGCA), the satellite-based PinS system enables 

safe and precise helicopter landings without conventional 

infrastructure, especially in adverse weather and remote 

areas. According to Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan 

Naidu, the initiative will enhance flight safety, emergency 

medical services, disaster relief, tourism, offshore 

operations, pilgrimage services, corporate aviation, and 

regional connectivity. 

• India approved its first Private Point-in-Space (PinS) 

Instrument Approach Procedure for helicopter operations 

at Undavalli Heliport, developed by the Airports Authority 

of India (AAI) and approved by the Directorate General of 

Civil Aviation (DGCA). Using Global Navigation Satellite 

System (GNSS) technology under Instrument Flight Rules 

(IFR), the satellite-based system enables precise landings 

without conventional Instrument Landing Systems (ILS). It 

enhances all-weather operations, flight safety, emergency 

medical services, disaster response, offshore missions, and 

regional connectivity while reducing infrastructure costs and 

aligning with ICAO standards. 

• Skyroot Aerospace is preparing to launch Vikram-1, India’s 

first privately developed orbital launch vehicle, on Mission 

Aagaman between 12 July and 4 August 2026 from Satish 

Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. Named after Dr. Vikram 

Sarabhai, the four-stage rocket can carry 350 kg to Low 

Earth Orbit and 260 kg to Sun-Synchronous Orbit. Featuring 

3D-printed engines, an all-carbon composite structure, and 

indigenous navigation systems, the mission will validate 

commercial launch technologies while carrying payloads 

from Indian startups and international customers. 

• The NSF–DOE Vera C. Rubin Observatory in Chile launched 

the 10-year Legacy Survey of Space and Time (LSST) using 

the world’s largest 3,200-megapixel digital camera. The 

observatory will scan the southern sky every 40 seconds, 

generating about 10 TB of data nightly and up to 7 million 

alerts on cosmic events. Scientists will study 20 billion 

galaxies, dark matter, supernovae, black holes, and 

gravitational lenses. Indian researchers from IUCAA and 

NCRA-TIFR are significant contributors, advancing global 

understanding of cosmology and the dynamic Universe. 

• Researchers scientifically confirmed that the 700-year-old 

Banyan Tree in Munger, Bihar, is the oldest accurately dated 

Ficus benghalensis. Scientists from the Birbal Sahni 

Institute of Palaeosciences (BSIP) used Accelerator Mass 

Spectrometry (AMS) radiocarbon dating on alpha-cellulose 

samples, calibrated with the IntCal20 curve and OxCal 

software. Since banyan trees lack annual growth rings, this 

marks the first validated scientific dating protocol for the 

species. The findings revise local history, proving the tree 

predates nearby colonial structures and belonged to an 

ancient natural forest ecosystem. 

 

Important Days News 
 

• International Asteroid Day is observed annually on 30 June 

to raise awareness about asteroid impact risks and 

planetary defence. Proclaimed by the United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA) in 2016, it commemorates the 

1908 Tunguska Event in Siberia, the largest recorded 

asteroid explosion on Earth. The 2026 theme, “Planetary 

Defence and Asteroid Impact Hazards,” emphasizes 

international cooperation in asteroid detection, tracking, 

research, and preparedness. Organizations including the 

International Asteroid Warning Network (IAWN) and Space 

Mission Planning Advisory Group (SMPAG) monitor 

hazardous Near-Earth Objects (NEOs) and develop 

mitigation strategies. 
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• India observed the 20th Statistics Day on 29 June 2026, 

commemorating the birth anniversary of Prof. Prasanta 

Chandra Mahalanobis, regarded as the father of modern 

Indian statistics. Organized by the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation (MoSPI) and the National 

Statistical Office (NSO), the 2026 theme was "Unlocking the 

Potential of Administrative Data." The event highlighted 

the use of government-generated data in policymaking, 

digital governance, and public service delivery. Key reports 

on SDGs, labour markets, and data harmonisation were 

released, while the Sukhatme National Award in Statistics 

recognized outstanding contributions to statistical science. 

• Chartered Accountants Day (CA Day) is observed annually 

on 1 July to commemorate the foundation of the Institute 

of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) in 1949 under the 

Chartered Accountants Act. The 2026 celebration marks the 

77th Foundation Day of ICAI, which has over 3.5 lakh 

members. The day recognizes Chartered Accountants for 

strengthening financial governance, taxation, auditing, 

transparency, corporate governance, and economic growth. 

ICAI also conducts professional examinations, formulates 

accounting standards, supports policymaking, and organizes 

seminars, conferences, training programmes, and award 

ceremonies across India. 

• National Doctors’ Day is observed every year on 1 July in 

India to honour doctors for their dedication to public 

healthcare and medical services. The 2026 theme, “Behind 

the Mask: Who Heals the Healers?”, highlights challenges 

including stress, burnout, emotional exhaustion, and long 

working hours faced by healthcare professionals. The day 

commemorates the birth and death anniversary of Dr. 

Bidhan Chandra Roy, Bharat Ratna awardee and former 

Chief Minister of West Bengal. Celebrations include medical 

camps, awareness campaigns, seminars, and felicitation 

programmes recognizing doctors’ invaluable contributions. 

• The International Day of Cooperatives 2026 was observed 

on 4 July 2026 under the theme “Cooperatives for a 

Peaceful World!”. Recognized by the United Nations since 

1995, the day highlights cooperatives' contribution to social 

justice, democratic participation, financial inclusion, 

women’s empowerment, employment generation, rural 

development, and sustainable agriculture. Guided by the 

International Cooperative Alliance (ICA) and COPAC, the 

observance promotes people-centred governance, shared 

ownership, and community-driven development while 

supporting the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

through inclusive and equitable economic growth. 

 

Static Takeaways 
 

Aspect Details 

Gujarat Governor: Aacharya Devrat,Chief Minister: Bhupendra Patel, Capital: Gandhinagar 

Maharashtra Governor: Jishnu Dev Verma ,Chief Minister: Devendra Fadnavis, Capital: Mumbai 

Bihar Governor: Arif Khan,Chief Minister: Samrat Chaudhary, Capital: Patna 

Rajasthan Governor: Haribhau Bagde ,Chief Minister: Bhajanlala Sharma, Capital: Jaipur 

Haryana Governor: Ashim Kumar Ghosj ,Chief Minister: Nayab Saini, Capital: Haryana 

Delhi Governor: Tarnjit Singh ,Chief Minister: Rekha Gupta, Capital: New Delhi  

West Begnal Governor: R N Ravi,Chief Minister: Suvendu Adhikari, Capital: Kolkata 

Odisha Governor: Haribabau Khambhapati,Chief Minister: Mohan Majhi, Capital: Bhubneshwar 

Saudi Arabia Head of Country: Mohammed Bin Salman 

USA President: Donald Trump Capital: Washington D.C. 

Israel Prime Minister: Benjamin Netanhayu Capital: Jerusalem 

Japan Prime Minister: Sane Takaechi, Capital: Tokyo 

Reserve Bank of India Governor: Sanjay Malhotra 

OpenAI Founder: Sam Altman 

 ICC Chairman Jay Shah 
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